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Vol. VI. Num. or 


THE 


OBSERVATOR. 


More Arguments to prove the Neceffity of taking Care of our Royal Navy, dnd putting it im fuch a 
Condition as may make it more ferviceable for annoying the French, and fecuring our Trade and 


Safety: Where, in the Courfe of the Argument, 


the Obfervator is farther vindicated from the A- 


{perfions of the Under-{pur-leathers, who are prov’d to be guilty of contradi&ing themfelves. 





—-* 


From Saturday, January 10. to 


Ciebnesday, January 14. 1708. 





Country-. Ray, Mafter, let’s go on with fhew- 
— inva the Neceffity of taking Care of 
our Royal Navy, and putting it in fuch a Condi- 
tion as may make it more: ferviceable for the De- 
fence of our Selves, and for annoying our Enemies. . 

Obf. The Neceflity of it is fo obvious, Roger, that 

thofe who oppofe us in the Argument, or would 
divert us from .it, do plainly declare, that either 
they are not in the Intereft of their Country, or 
don’t underftand it ; for fince ‘tis agreed by all, that 
our Fleet is the Walls of our Nation, we are as 
much oblig’d to take Care of keeping our Fleet in 
a good Condition, and of enlarging it, in Propor- 
tion to our Ability, and fuch Occafions as require 
it, a8 Princes on the Continent are oblig'd to keep 
in a good Condition, fortify, and enlarge their 
Frontier Garrifons, which lie next their powerful 
and defigning Enemies. _ ; 

Country-m, This appears fo plain to my Country 
Underftanding, Matter, that I wonder how any 
Man can offer to difpute it. 

Obf. -Yet there is {till more to be faid, Roger, to 

enforce the Argument thus. Our Fleet, difpos’d of 
in proper Stations, not only ferves inftead of Walls 
to defend us, but it is very mg compar’d to float- 
ing Caftles, which are capable of being removd 
from Place to Place, to annoy our Enemies, to keep 
themata Diftance, to bombard their Sea-port Towns, 
to keep their Coafts in a continual Alarm, to hin- 
der their gathering in their Vintage and Harvelt, and 
to land Men, from Time to Time, to plunder and 
burn their Country, without their being able to 
prevent it, except they have an equal Naval Force 
to oppofeus. And this ’tis impoffible for them to 
keep in the Channel, for Want of Harbours ; or if 
they could, by fo doing, they mult ex fe their 
Coaftson the Adediterranean, to be ravag’d by Ma- 
tines and Land-foldiers from on Board fuch Squa- 
drons as might befent thither ; and every one knows 
the Coafts of France and Spain now in their Poflef- 
fion, to be of fuch a vaft Extent, that the Power of 
the two Crowns is not able te defend them againft 
fuch a Method of War. 

Country-m. 1 am perfeétly of your Mind, Matter ; 
and befides the Damage we might do their Coun- 
try, this would put them to an infupportable Charge 
to maintain Troops, and to raife their Militia, Ban 


and Arrier-ban, which they muft anavoidably do, | they 


and yet to no great {e, fince every oneknows 
their tank Tastee can’t keep Pace with our Ships ; 
from whence we might land fuch Numbers of 

as the ordinary Guards on their Coafts could not be 
able to refift, or hinder their embarking again with 
sy ,Pinnder, and making Dios Lost 

‘tich would fatigue and harrafs their Troops to 
Death, and lay chen under a Neceflity of leftening 
their Land-Armies on all Sides. 

Obf, And befides that, Roger, this would deftroy 
their Trade, prevent their Supplies of Bullion from 
the Wo Indies, and fo {cout the Seas, as our Mer- 
Se pa 

: uence w 
the French King mutt fend us Oharte Blanche to make 
7, -Wn Terms; for even our Adverfarics own, 
4 10 ftop the Arrival of their Bulion, would make it 





difficult for them to ,upport the War; and what we 
quoted from Mr. Bethel, is a Demonftration, By ta- 
king away their Trade, their Power at Land will be ta- 
ken away ; the firft being that which gives Life to. the lar- 
ter. For if the French can’t export their Wines and 
other Commodities, they muft want the Money for 
their own Maintenance, and to pay their Taxes ; 
and by the miferable Shifts we find the French King 
put to already by his Money-Bills, and raifing’an 
lowering, from Time to Time, the Value of his 
Coin , notwithftanding his Supplies of Bullion, 
were his Trade cut off, and thofe Supplies {top’d, 
he mutt of Neceffity drop his Sword ; and if either 
of thefe can be done with fo much Speed, and fo. 
little Charge to us, as by making a better Ufe of 
our Fleet, than we have hitherto done, in the laft 
or prefent War, I fhould be glad to hear how. So 
much at prefent, Roger, for the Neceffity of keepin 
our. Ficet in a Condition to annoy our Enemy. 
come next, farther to fhew the Neceflity of main- 
taining and enlarging our Fleet, fo as it may be in, 
a Condition to break the Naval Power of France, 
and fecure our own Trade and ‘Safety. 

Conntry-m. Pray let me hear it, Mafter; for you 
have made the other Part fo plain, that Foan and 
Kate underftand it, and Fack and Tom are fo well 
pleas’d with it, that they frequently drmk your 
Health in Bumpers of Offober. 

Obj. Lam oblig’d to them, Roger; for you fee 
the Under-{pur-leathers endeavour our Ruin, by 
their down-nght Lies and falfe Infinuations,,the u- 
fual Methods by which ill Men defend an ili{Caufe, 
and run down thofe who appear for their Country, 
in Oppofition to the private Views and mercenary 
Defigns of thofe who keep the Tools in Pay. But 
I defpife them, and goon. The Neceflity of hum- 
bling the French by Sea, is evident from the Damage 
they have done to our Men of War, Convoys, and 
Merchant-Ships,their invading of /reland, and threa- 
tening Invafions upon Great Britain, as has been fre- 

uently mention’d already. It is farther evident, 

m the great Squadron all our News fay they are 
equipping at Towlon, to intercept the Troops and 
Shipsthat are embarking in /taly, for King Charles, or 
to prevent Sicily from revolting ; and ’tis my hearty 
Prayer to God Almighty, that they may fucceed in 
neither ; but had their Naval Power been broke, 
could not haveattempted it. “Tis farther evi- 
dent, from their ftrong Convoys fent to the We Jn- 
dies to bring Home the Plate-Fleet, and advance 
their Trade in thofe Parts; which, tho’ the French 
King be an ill Man, fhews him to be a wife Man, 
and one who takes G 
and Trade, at the fame Time he is attack’d on all 
Sides by a bloody and expenfive Land-War; he hag 
too much Experience and Senfe, to think the one 
can be fupported without the other ; and I would 
very willingly know, why we fhould not take the 
fame Method? If we oblige his Men of War tore- 
tire into their inaceeffible Harbours, and fright’em 
from coming to an Engagement, {0 far we gain our 
End ; and I hope no Body will fay this is to be 
done without eas A the War by Sea. If we 
attack thofe imacceffible Harbours b Land, it’s ag 





plain, that 'tis to ne Purpofe, without blocking them 
be 


are to improve his Naval Force - 











asohands 
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up at the faine Time by Sea. If we fcour the Scas 
ot his Privateers, ftilhit mult be done by a Naval 
Force ; or if we intercept his Galleons, and cut off 
his Weft India and other Trade, 1t mutt be done by 
our Shipping; and the like when we tranfport our 


 Forcesto the ge without a Fleet, we could 
id 


not have done it; and by Confequencé, the glorious 
Viciories ‘of Hock/fedt and Rémellics tad never been 
obtain’d, nor could Offend have been taken, or the 
French and, Spanifh Stupsrand Treafure furprizd at 
Vigo, without.a Naval Force. Then, for King Wil- 
liam, can any Man fay he could have defeated the 
French Fleet n the Channel, burnt their Rifing Sua 
and other Men of War at La ar) prevented their 
Invafion; taken their Coafting-Vefiels, bombarded 
their Sea-ports, and:recover'd /reland, without it ? 
Then, what do the Under-{pur-leathers mean, by 
combating our, Propofal, {ince all their own Inftan- 
ces turn againft them, and at laft they are forc'd to 
come into us by their Review of Fan. 10. wherein 
they fay, (tor I have done with the Author as to 
what relafes to his Perfon, and only contider him 
as witering the Dictatcsof bis Malters) France muff 
be reduc'd: by Sea it cannot le done without great rites 
by Lands by Land it canrior bedone, without great JNa- 
vies by Sea, and tcerclore bor’: aut be apply'dio. Then, 
what need of afi this Babbliiig? Did I ever afert 
in any Obfervat or, that no War mutt be carry’d on 
againit France by Land? Let them produce it if 
theycan, Did I fay, Namb. 83 of this Vol. Col, 3. 
That it bas been the Opinion of our Greateft ALZen, from 





the Danger they jaftly own them to be in from 
Frenchify'd Spanifo Power, by the Nearnefs of : 
| Havana. Is it not plain then, that thofe Gentle. 
then’ are guilty either of a Slip of Memory, or Judg. 
ment p this Matter? But i leave that, and come 
to another Inftance of their Falfhood and Ignora nce, 
Review, Fan.8. they tell us; we got all that we fourhe 
forin the Jate War under King William ; whereas 
by comparing the Treaty of Ry/wick, with King Wil. 
liam’s Declaration of War againtt France, (to both 
which I then referr'd) “tis evident, 1. That by the 
faid Treaty, we were forc’d to abandon to the French 
thofe Places in Hudfon’s Bay, taken by them dur 
the ‘Peace that preceded the War, tho’ our Hndfon’ 
Bay Company, had, at their own Charge, retaken 
them, from the French during the War, 2s may |e 
feen by the eighth Article of our Treaty ; yet this 
Hoftility and Treachery’ was one of the Articles in 
King Walliam’s Declaration of War. 2. By the faid 
Treaty, the French, were left in Pofleffion of Placen- 
za in JNVex/oundland, tho’ in the Declaration of War 
the fole Right of the Crown of England to that 1. 
fland was affertcd, and the Encroachments of the 
French ypon the taid Mand, our Subjects, Trade 
and Fifhery there; whereas formerly they took Li- 
cenfes to fiiy there from the Ex lft Governors, 
| Was comp!aind of, and infifted upon, as one of the 
/ Caufes of Ware 3. In the fame Declaration, our 
| Right of the Flag, as Sovereign of the narrow Seas 

| was aflerted, and the Violation of it by the French, 
| atade one of the Caufes of the War; yet there was 











Time 10 Time, tha: the ONLY W210 hagblethe French | no. ¥rovifion made for this Matter in the Treat 

King, was, to ruin his Naval Power ¢ Did not they,!4. The Profecution. of Englifh Proteftant Subjects 
in their Review of the Sth, fay, That to purfue our | is given as one of the Cauies of War in the De- 
Advantages ut Sea, 4, the ONLY WAY to feop the Suc- | claration ; yet there’s no Provifion againft it in the 


cefs of Money ; which, from the Welt Indies, fuppl 

borh be Sas Spain, and make them able to ns i 
this War, which otherwife they would find great Difficul- 
ty to do? Is not this the fame as to fay, The only Way 
to humble the French King, «, to rnin bus Naval Pow- 
er ? And if it be lawful for them to fay fo, why is 
it unlawful for me? But farther, “tis plain by that 
{ame Paper, and by the next Objervator, Numb. 84, 
That I took. the only Way and chief Wayto be fynoni- 
mous Terms ; and therefore faid, that Duke Schom- 
berg and Major Wildman advis'd King William to car- 
ry onthe War cliefly by Sea ; and in the fame Paper, 


Treaty, 5. The French King’s Endeavours to ovet- 
| throw the Government of England, is, by the De- 
| claration, made one of the Cantes of War; yet 
| there wasno Provifion made againft the St.Geraain: 
| Family, or for fecuring the Proteftant Succeffion af- 
ter his Death, by the Treaty. Then let the World 
judge how much Truth and Knowledge thofe Men 
are Mafters.of, who dare {fo boldly aflert,. That we git 
all we fought Pied in the late War, when we not’ on- 
ly came io far fhort of the particular Ends of our 
own Declaration, but likewifemifs’d the main End | 
of the Confederacy; which was to reftore a Ballance 


felf, that Imeant it only | of Power in Ewrope, and put the French King out 


jufficiently explain d 

as to the énglifb Part of the War, and cither to in- 
vade France from the Channel, as our Anceftors did 
with Succefs, or to ravage their. Coafts; but not 


one Word all this while a a War by Land.}: 
1 


On the contrary, in that fame Paper I propofe the 
Emperor’s traniporting 50000 Mcn_to eae, 
from the Spanifb Dominions in /taly, Col 4. An 

that there d bean Army in the JVetherlands, to 
defend the Duch Frontiers, Col. 3. Then let the 
‘Word judge, whether thofe fly Infinuations and 
Refledtions of the Under-{pur-leathers, That we op- 
pofe the Government, are not for beating the French at 
ail, that we would have our Force turn d where we can 
do the French lea/t Harm, and that we are for flacken- 
ing the Land War, be pot notorious Falihoods and 
Sianders. Of the like Stamp are their Reflections, 
Review, Jan, 8. Col. 3. that we faid Britain got no- 
thing by the lae Wer. Whereas our Words are, Ob. 
$3. Col, 3. That we gain d little by the Land War,and 
that Was og | meant, as appears by the preceding 


Part of the Paper, and by Ob.84. in Comparifon 
of what we might have got by carrying, on likewile 


a vigorous War by Sea without it, 1 would’ 
“ ding ¢ 


fain know Gentlemen {fe to 
fave our Plantations in <dmerica, from t ¢ Danger 
which they themfelves exprefs them to be in from 
New Spain, under French Mansgemens, Reviews, Fan. 
6 and 3. Itiscertain, that we mult be fupenor in 
Naval Force to the French there, before we can be 
in a Condition either to increale or improve New 
England, and our other Mainland Colonies in 4me- 
rica, or to fecure our Mlands in thofe Parts, from 


of a. Condition to break his Treaties, or ufurp the 
Monarchy of Spain ? vec st 





Advertifements. 


tit seh alae the moft eafy, exact, lineal,, and 
fpeedy Method, that hath ever been obtain’d or taught. 
Compos’d by Thedphilus Metcalfe, Author and Profel- 
for of the faid Art. The laft Edition. The Copper-cuts 
having been newly corrected,with a Table for fhortening 
of Words. Which Book is able to make a Practitioner 
perfect without a Teacher, as many Hundreds in this Ci- 
2? and elfewhere, that are able to write Sermons Word 
for Word, can from their own rience teftify. A 
oung Man that lately liv’d in Cornhil; learned io well 
this Book, that he wrote out all the Bible in this Cha- 
racter. Sold by M. Hotham on London-bridge ; and S. 
“armel at the Publifhing-Office in Bearbinder-Lane. 

Seva 3 289 YT" 

GY The pleafant Intrignes and furprizing Adventures 
of an fh Nobleman, at the laft Carnival at Venice. 
By a Perfon of Quality: Sold by J. How in Talbot-Court 
in Gracechurch-Street ; M. Ho on London-baidge ; 
and B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. ” - 

{J Compleat Sets of the Obfervator, or fingle Ones, 
ever fince it was begun by Mr. Tutchin, to this Time, 
are to be had of B. Bragge at rhe Raven in Pater-Nofler- 
Row, and H. at the Black-Fryar in Black-Fryats- 

*,* Your old Phyfician Dr. Cafe, defires you not 
forget him, who cutes all Venereal Difeafes, or the 
Grand P=, VP perk edge a be agg 2 very cheap, 
aa, and no Neglect of fs, in few Days, ** 

illy’s Head, over againft Ludgate Church, within Black- 
Fryars Gate-way. : 
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